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TOP STORY| 


Tulsa’s Mayo Hotel owners had a deal to buy the Price Tower in 
Bartlesville. Now a lawsuit 


The family behind the resurrection of Tulsa's Mayo Hotel said they were shocked when 
the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed skyscraper, which they had an agreement to buy, was 
put up for auction instead. 
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By James D. Watts Jr. 


Tulsa World Scene Writer 


T he family behind the resurrection of Tulsa’s Mayo Hotel has long thought the 
Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Price Tower in Bartlesville would be a perfect 


place for them to work a little restorative magic. 


“We've definitely been looking at it for  #MACY SNYDER AMATUCCI (copy) 
a couple years,” said Macy Snyder- 

Amatucci. “Our company works to save 

historic buildings — typically ones that 

are in some sort of disrepair, or that 

people think just should be torn down. 

We purchase them, and then do 

everything we can to bring them back 

to life, just like we did with the Mayo 

Hotel and the Frontier Hotel in 


Pawhuska. 


“The Price Tower, with all its history 

and its unique architecture, just 

seemed to encompass what our Snyder-Amatucci 
company is about and all the things we 


believe in,” she said. 


That is one reason why, on May 23, McFarlin Building LLC, the Tulsa development 
firm led by Snyder-Amatucci’s father, John Snyder, entered into a purchase 
agreement to buy the Price Tower from its current owners, Copper Tree Inc. and 


Green Copper Holdings LLC, for $1.4 million. 
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People are also reading... 


1 Tulsa's Mayo Hotel owners had a deal to buy the Price Tower in Bartlesville. 
Now a lawsuit 


2 New Brookside restaurant by Noche's Sheamus Feeley, Elliot Nelson to 
open 


3 New Chick-Fil-A coming to midtown, according to city building permits 


4 City announces plans for Route 66-themed hotel at Cry Baby Hill 


Birds circle above the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed 
Price Tower in Bartlesville. Wright once described 
the building, his only skyscraper design to be 
realized, as “The tree that escaped the crowded 
forest.” 


Mike Simons, Tulsa World Archive 


Cynthia Blanchard, who holds the positions of president of Copper Tree Inc. and 
secretary of Green Copper Holdings, electronically signed the purchase agreement on 


May 26. 


So when it was announced in August that the Price Tower — Wright’s only skyscraper 
to be realized, a concrete-and-copper creation that Wright called “the tree that 
escaped the crowded forest” — was going to be auctioned off by an online commercial 
real estate firm, the news came as a shock to the people who had been planning to buy 


it. 
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“Tt definitely came as a surprise to us,” Snyder-Amatucci said. “We had been trying to 
get this deal done for a while. And I think anyone would expect that, when you have 
an agreement to purchase something that has been signed by the owner, the 
agreement would be followed through on. So when youw’re there ready to close and it 


doesn’t happen, it’s pretty shocking.” 


Some believe Price Tower is ‘in peril’ 


The Price Tower was originally scheduled to be part of an online auction conducted by 
Ten-X on Oct. 7-9. The Price Tower is now set to be part an auction to be held 


Nov. 18-20. 


The McFarlin Building LLC filed a lawsuit Sept. 27 in Washington County District 
Court, seeking to enforce the purchase agreement at the price agreed upon, citing that 
it believed the Price Tower to be “in peril,” as the building has neither adequate fire 
escapes and fire suppression systems, nor does it have an active insurance policy 


covering the building and its contents. 


Blanchard, in a statement released in early September, stated that “extensive and 
unreasonable last-minute demands (by the McFarlin Building group) ... effectively 
prevented the transaction from being completed within the permitted timeframe,” 


adding that she “legally terminated the agreement in writing.” 


Attempts to ascertain by phone, text and email from Blanchard, her real estate 


broker, and her attorney what these demands might be were not answered. 


Instead, Blanchard’s attorney, John S. Farley III of the Helton Law Firm, said in a 
statement: “Our clients are committed to ensuring the facts surrounding the 
purported contract come to light. We will zealously advocate for our clients’ interests 


in the lawsuit, and the public will soon see a different perspective on the situation. 


“Above all,” Farley writes, “our clients remain steadfast in their focus on preserving 


this historic building.” 
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Price Tower (copy) 


The "Taliesin Room" in Frank Lloyd Wright's Price 
Tower in Bartlesville includes a mosaic that Wright 
designed. A group trying to purchase the skyscraper 
has asked the court to intervene, citing the lack of 
an active insurance policy covering the building and 
its contents. 


Mike Simons, Tulsa World Archive 


Ongoing financial difficulties have plagued the 
tower 


The Price Tower was built in 1956 to be the headquarters of the Bartlesville oil and 
gas supply company owned by H.C. Price. It was later purchased by Phillips 
Petroleum Co. In 2001 it was taken over by a nonprofit organization called the Price 
Tower Arts Center, which sought to remake the building into a facility focusing on art, 


architecture and design. 


Portions of the building were converted into a restaurant and bar, as well as a luxury 


boutique hotel called The Inn at Price Tower. 


However, the organization kept accumulating debt — about $600,000 — and 
ultimately decided to sell the building to Blanchard, a native of nearby Dewey who 
had relocated with her husband to the Bartlesville area in the wake of the COVID-19 


pandemic. 
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT BIRTHDAY 


Noted architect Frank Lloyd Wright, celebrates his 89th birthday at his Palatial Taliesin Estate near Spring 
Green, Wisconsin, in 1958. Wright, left, is next to Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Price of Bartlesville. Two years 
earlier, Wright's design for a skyscraper was built for Price's company. 


AP 


Her husband, Anthem Blanchard, was recently charged by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission with defrauding investors in his Anthem Holdings 


business of more than $5 million. 


In April, Blanchard sold a number of artifacts and objects from the Price Tower, 
ranging from some of the decorative copper panels that adorn the tower’s exterior to 


unique original furnishings that Wright designed, through a Dallas company. 
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In August, the Price Tower closed to the public, and 
businesses that had offices in the Bartlesville high- 
rise were evicted. 


Mike Simons, Tulsa World Archive 


That sale prompted the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy, a Chicago-based 
nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving Wright’s work, in August to file 
Uniform Commercial Code statements against the Price Tower owners to “put 
potential buyers on notice that covered items from the collection cannot be sold 


without the Conservancy’s consent.” 


The Conservancy holds a preservation easement with the Price Tower to prevent just 
such a sale — which Blanchard said is not legally binding because she is operating the 


tower as a for-profit business, rather than as a nonprofit organization. 


Days after the UCC statements were filed, Blanchard announced that Price Tower was 
going to close to the public, and that businesses that had offices in the building would 


be evicted. 


‘The right steward’ for a piece of history 


When Blanchard first purchased the Price Tower, the Bartlesville Examiner- 
Enterprise reported that she was planning to invest $10 million in refurbishing the 


building. 


In a July interview with the Tulsa World, Blanchard said that she hadn’t been able to 
do the proper due diligence prior to purchasing the Price Tower, and that she spent 


the first six months of her ownership “just trying to keep the doors open.” 
During the interview, Blanchard talked of the possibility of selling the Price Tower. 


“I’ve been approached,” Blanchard said. “But what if it got into the hands of an entity 
that didn’t care as much (about the tower and its history)? That’s not what I want for 
the tower. I want the tower, if it ever happens to be handed over, it would be to the 


right steward, someone who would care about much about it as I do.” 
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Price Tower (copy) 


Pedestrians in downtown Bartlesville look up at the 
Price Tower, the only high-rise building designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright to be completed. The tower's 
current owners are wanting to sell the building 
through an online auction. 


Mike Simons, Tulsa World Archive 


Snyder-Amatucci said that her family’s efforts to purchase the Price Tower have 


created something of a bond. 


“Because of all the time we’ve spent there, getting to know the building and its 
operations, you kind of get attached to it,” she said. “You get a vision of what you 
could do with the project, you have everything including your financing in line to 


make it happen, it’s hard not to get excited about it. 


“We had planned to invest up to about $10 million in (the Price Tower), and we’ve 
worked with the National Parks Service before, and we were going to work with the 
Conservancy, as well,” Snyder-Amatucci said. “So it’s just unfortunate that it hasn’t 


been able to happen yet.” 
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